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This morning, I announce my resignation as Chair of the Monroe County Democratic Committee, 
effective noon this Monday, January 15. I have made this decision in order to focus on becoming the next 
New York State Comptroller, because I want to be judged on experience and vision alone—not politics—
and because I believe that if those are the criteria, I am the candidate best qualified to do the job. 
 
The next Comptroller must be someone who has demonstrated the commitment required to usher in a new 
era of reform with Governor Spitzer, the business and government know-how to deliver results for the 
people of New York, and a real understanding of the economic challenges facing Upstate. I believe I can 
provide that leadership. I am committed to it. And that is why I believe this is the right thing to do—for 
the party, for the region and for the state.  
 
It is a difficult decision. Strengthening our party is a job I love, and I have a deep respect for the political 
process. And I am proud to say that because of the hard work we have done together, I leave the party on 
a high note.  
 
When I became Chair in June of 2005, we faced great challenges—and just think of what we have 
achieved. Think of the leaders we have helped elect to fight for lower taxes, better schools, job creation, 
and good government—from County Legislators, to the town governments of Irondequoit, Mendon, 
Gates and Fairport, to helping Senator Clinton, Governor Spitzer and Attorney General Cuomo win 
Monroe County by large, even historic, margins. These have been significant victories not just for 
Democrats, but for all the working families of Monroe County.  
 
I have been grateful for the help of some amazing people: Mayor Duffy, who has demonstrated 
extraordinary leadership; David Gantt, my dear friend and dean of the Assembly delegation; our devoted 
executive committee; all the terrific volunteers, without whom we would be lost; and, of course, the 
Committee’s staff, who have worked tirelessly and been the absolute backbone of this operation. To all, I 
give my heartfelt thanks. 
 
Now, I pursue a new challenge. I do so because I believe in the value of public service. It has been my 
life. And while I could never have foreseen the circumstances that brought us here, I see the job of 
Comptroller as an opportunity to expand on my service to New York and as a natural extension of my 
career as a reform-minded legislator and upstate business owner. 
 
In seeking this office, I aspire be a part of a new guard and a new tone in Albany: one that puts people 
before politics, and results ahead of rhetoric. In the coming days, I will outline my vision for how the 
Comptroller can make important progress for the people of New York, and I hope I will have the honor 
and the opportunity to implement that vision.  
 
I leave the Monroe County Democratic Committee with the full confidence that the progress we’ve made 
will continue, and with the belief that our best days, as a party, as a community, and as a state are yet to 
come. Thank you. 


